
     

ICAR-Indian Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur 
Celebrates its 26th Foundation Day  

 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Pulses Research celebrated its 26th Foundation Day on 5th 
September, 2019 at Institute’s Main Campus, Kanpur (U.P.). On this auspicious occasion of the 
Institute’s Foundation Day, Former Directors of ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur, Dr. Shanker Lal and Dr. 
Masood Ali, participated.   

 

 

 

Dr N.P. Singh, Director, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur while highlighting the achievements of the 
Institute, mentioned that significant contributions have been made by the scientists, researchers, 
farmers and policy makers of this country which  resulted in an average pulses production of 24 
million tonnes during last 3 years (2016-19) with a huge buffer stock of 30 lakh tonnes. As a 
result of this achievement, the country has made a history in the record production of pulses.  
He reiterated sincere and time bound efforts by all the stake holders to strengthen both seed and 
grain production and their stability in time to come. ICAR-IIPR as a nodal agency in pulses has 
taken a lead in pulses R & D. The Institute has developed 17 varieties in six pulses during last 
year 2018-19 (> 700 varieties from 1993).  With matching technologies and improved varieties, 
it foresees to achieve the target of 32 million tonnes by 2030.   



Dr. Masood Ali, former Director of ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur and Guest of honour 
highlighted the accelerated growth and development in pulses sector. From a production of 
mere 8.41 m t from an area of 19.09 m ha with an average productivity of 441 kg/ha during 
1950-51, the country has made an incredible performance now. It has reached to 25.42 m t from 
around 29 m ha with a productivity of 811 kg/ha during 2017-18, thereby making a HISTORY 
in pulses production. Despite deterioration in soil and climate, this quantum growth is achieved 
because of contributions from all concerned. New Varieties replacing the old ones and good 
seed along with management considerations have resulted in this quantum jump. He 
congratulated all the stake holders for achieving this. 
 
  Former Director of ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur and Chairman for this grand meeting, Dr. 
Shanker Lal stressed upon ICAR-IIPR contribution in further strengthening pulses as a value 
added commodity. The Institute has added 4 regional Stations/centres to reinforce its activity in 
all the zones across the country (Bikaner In Rajasthan, Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh, Dharwad in 
Karnatak and Bhubaneswar in Odisha). Noble efforts made by the Director and staffs of  the 
Institute have brought laurels as the country is heading towards self-sufficiency and stability in 
pulses production.  
 

Our Hon’ble Chief Guest, Dr Panjab Singh, former Secretary (DARE) and Director 
General (ICAR), and presently at the coveted positions of  President, NAAS, New Delhi and 
Chancellor, RLB Central Agricultural University, Jhansi could not participate in this celebration 
due to certain emergency at the last minute. However, he sent his kind message on the occasion 
of 26th Foundation Day which was printed/distributed as a booklet to all the participants. In his 
message as read by Dr. C.S.Praharaj, PS and Head, Crop Production Division, ICAR-IIPR, 
Kanpur and coordinator for the program, Prof Panjab Singh emphasized on rededication by all 
concerned for the cause of pulses. The country had prepared a roadmap to realize its focused 
twin national priorities in fulfilling Self-sufficiency in pulses and Doubling farm income by 
2022, he added. He appreciated our outstanding contributions realized through scaling seed 
production (through 150 seed hubs and strengthening Breeder Seed Production), developing 
MAS products using genomic resources, promotion and adoption of matching agro-
technologies, adequate policy support (MSP, market support, financial incentives, pulses buffer 
stock and good governance), value addition and processing, skill scaling and training and 
capacity development of diverse stake holders.  Given the all-round strategies, the country’s 
pulses production is also showing required stability over the years. He endorsed the fact that we 
all had a common agenda of realizing the target of self-sufficiency in pulses.  Since there is no 
place for complacency, we should continuously strive in for increasing genetic gains through 
novel technologies including post harvest management and value addition. 
 



The deliberation is ended with the vote of thanks by Dr G.P. Dixit, the project 
Coordinator, AICRP on Chickpea. 

 

 

 


